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manufactured products are flour, foundry and
machine shop products, canned goods, butter-
tubs, churns. The city is in the centre of the
Minnesota dairy district and has a large agri-
cultural trade and four large nurseries; p.
8,694.

Owego, village, New York, county seat of
Tioga co., at the junction of Owego Creek
with the Susquehanna River. Its fine location,
at the gateway of the picturesque Finger
Lakes region, has made it an attractive place
of residence and a summer resort. Owego is
the center of a rich farming country and has a
large lumber trade and a number of creamer-
ies; p. 5,068.

Owen, Robert (1771-1858), Welsh socialist
and philanthropist, was born in Newtown,
Montgomeryshire. He purchased a factory at
New Lanark, Lanarkshire, where he labored
with constant zeal to teach Ms employees the
advantages of thrift, cleanliness, and good
order, and organized a system of education in-
cluding infant schools, of which he was the pio-
neer in the United Kingdom. Having become
interested in the co-operative idea, he went in
1824 to the United States, where he estab-
lished a community at New Harmony, In-
diana. This proved a failure.

Owen, Robert Dale (1801-77), American
social reformer, son of Robert Owen, was born
in Glasgow, Scotland. From 1828 to 1832 he
edited in New York City the Free Inquirer, a
weekly socialistic and agnostic periodical. He
then removed to New Harmony, Ind,, served
in the Indiana legislature (1835-8), was U. S.
representative from Indiana (1843-7), and in
that capacity secured the passage of a resolu-
tion relating to the occupation of Oregon,
which was afterward effective in settling the
northwestern boundary question. He was
prominent in the organization of the Smith-
sonian Institution in Washington, and became
4 one of its regents. From 1853 to 1858 he was
successively U. S. charge* d'affaires and minis-
ter at Naples.

Owen, Robert Latham (1856- ), Amer-
ican legislator, was born in Lynchburg, Va.
In 1885-9 he was U.,S. Indian agent for the
Five Civilized Tribes in Indian Territory. He
was the author of an act of Congress giving
citizenship to Indians in Indian Territory.

Owen, Ruth Bryan (1885- ), author,
lecturer, was born in Jacksonville, 111., the
daughter of William Jennings Bryan. She
was a member of the 7ist and 72nd Congress-
es (1929-33), from the 4th Florida District.
She was United States minister to Denmark,
1933-1936.

Owensboro, city, Kentucky, county seat of
Daviess co., on the Ohio River. It has an ex-
tensive trade in coal and clay, and is one of the
largest leaf and strip tobacco markets in the
United States; p. 30,245.

Owl, any of a certain group of nocturnal
birds of prey. The head is large and the neck
thin, the great eyes are surrounded by a char-
acteristic radiating disc of feathers, and there
may be also a tuft of feathers above them,
forming the so-called 'ears' or horns. Owls
are extremely useful in agricultural communi-
ties, as they destroy great numbers of mice and
insects injurious to crops.

Of N. American owls the best known are the
great horned, or hoot owl (Bubo mrginianus),
the grayish barred owl (Syrnium nebidosum),
both widely distributed, and the still more
common and familiar little mottled owl (Mega-
scops asio) which is sometimes pure gray, some-
times almost wholly pale red, and sometimes
a mixture of the two colors.

Oxalic Acid (COOH)2, a dibasic acid oc-
curring in plants, notably wood sorrel. It is
manufactured commercially by the action of
air on sawdust in presence of a mixture of
caustic potash and soda. Oxalic acid is poison-
ous, like other strong acids, and is sometimes
taken by mistake owing to its resemblance to
Epsom salts. In cases of poisoning, adminis-
tration of lime water or chalk, followed by
castor oil, is probably the safest treatment.
Oxalic acid is used in calico-printing, and for
cleaning brass.

Oxalis, a genus of herbaceous plants, be-
longing to the order Geraniaceae. Many of the
species thrive in dry, sandy soil in warm situa-
tions.

Oxford. Municipal and parliamentary
borough, episcopal see, and county town of
Oxfordshire, England, is situated at the junc-
tion of the Thames and the Cherwell, 55 m,
w.n.w. of London. Though mainly famous
as the seat of the oldest English university,
the city has a separate history of its own. It
owes its importance as commanding one of the
chief fords of the Thames. In the I2th century
the presence of students at Oxford begins to be
recorded, and the first trace of academic or-
ganization occurs in 1214. By the end of the
century there were 4,000 students. In the
i4th century Oxford was second to no uni-
versity in Europe as a home both of scholastic
philosophy and of natural science; the names
of Duns Scotus-and Roger Bacon are famous.
Under Laud, both as president of St. John's
(1611-21) and as chancellor of the University
(1630-4.1), it became a high church and loyalist